INTRODUCTION
Shrimp farming industry started in Southeast Asia, where coastal shrimp farming using an extensive production system has been practiced for hundreds of years.3) During the late 1970s and early 1980s, shrimp farming using a semi-intensive production system was adopted in Latin America (most notably Ecuador and Honduras). Asia adopted intensive systems of production during the mid-1980s. In the late 1990s, the potential for shrimp production in Africa, particularly Tanzania, were tapped by investors.
Since the 1980s, total production of farmed shrimp has grown at a faster rate than any other aquacultural product.4) World production of farm raised shrimp increased 300 percent from 1975 to 1985 and rose 250 percent from 1985 to 1995. In 1998, total production of farm-raised shrimp--an estimated 737,200 metric tons--was about 30 percent of the total world shrimp production. A recent industry projection reveals that farmed shrimp may represent 54 percent of world shrimp production by 2005.4) The world production of farm-raised shrimp in 1999 was 814,250 metric tons; approximately 79 percent of cultured shrimp are raised in Asia, while the rest come primarily from Latin America.3) Thailand, the world's largest producer of cultured shrimp since 1991, produced 25 percent of total world production of farmed shrimp in 1999. Other major producers in 1999 are China (14 percent), Indonesia (12 percent), and Ecuador (10 percent). Among aquacultural crops, cultivated shrimp is the largest consumer of commercial aquaculture feeds and account for the largest number of companies involved in aquaculture.s) No industry can be sustained without a political base. An international sense of social responsibility must be fostered without strangling the shrimp farming industry in regulations imposed by bureaucrats. Consensus can emerge if policymakers help identify the problems and design forums for deliberate discussion and decision to deal with the long-term challenges of the aquaculture sector. Decision-making process should involve the greatest possible number of those who will be obliged to carry out the decisions, thus giving them a stake both in their execution and presentation to the public. All in all, the introduction of a social dimension to fisheries policy decisions shows the subjectivity inherent in scientifically based decisions and the necessity to keep fisheries management decisions transparent and participatory.
Policymakers driven by short-term pressure are reluctant to take on problems the existence of which is not yet apparent and the solution of which require a long-term time frame extending beyond their term of office. They are tempted to go along with the tendency to treat fisheries phenomena as autonomous and essentially unrelated to the political process. Yet the great changes in the fisheries sector in the coming years might well be driven by our need for some kind of a political vision and pursuit of a standard of justice. 
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